
20:20 V ision Ministries  --  Devotions by Roger B ro wning
Week 1  ( December 30- January  5)

A s  w e  m o v e  i n t o  20 13, I  w a n t  t o  c o n t i n u e t he e m p has is o n  P ra y i n g  G o d’s P r o m i ses.  W e  g i v e g l o r y  t o  o u r  
L o r d  b y  ac cep t i n g  an d  t r us t i n g  H i s  p r o m i ses t h r o u g h  H i s  W o r d.

Sunday, December 30  (Joh n 1 0: 1 1 , 1 4-1 5)

G o d’s W o r d  re f e r s t o  Jesus as The Good Shepherd , The Great Shepherd an d The Chief 
Shepherd .  W e  w i l l  l o o k  at eac h o f  t hese i n  t he f i r s t t h ree de v o t i o ns t h i s w e e k.  “The Good Shepherd 
l a y s d o w n  H i s  l i f e f o r  t he sheep” (v. 1 1).  Jesus, a l o ne, p r o v i d es sa l v a t i o n  be ca use H e  w i l l i n g l y  su r r e n de re d H i s  
l i f e f o r  us (see v. 1 7-1 8).  W h e n  w e  accep t  H i s  dea t h  as f u l l  pa y m e n t  f o r  o u r  s i ns, w e  bec o m e o ne o f  H i s  sheep 
an d H e  k n o w s  us i n t i m a te l y  (v. 1 5).  I  w a n t  t o  re m i n d  y o u  o f  t h i s p r e c i o us t r u t h  be ca use i t  i s t he f o u n da t i o n  f o r  
t he res t o f  y o u r  f a i t h.  I f  an y o ne rea d i n g  t h i s has n o t  ac ce p t e d Jesus as h i s/he r Sa v i o r, n o t h i n g  e lse w i l l  b e 
re l e v a n t.  R ea d v. 27-30 i n  t h i s c ha p t e r  t o  m a k e  su re y o u  q ua l i f y  as o ne o f  H i s  sheep.  Y o u  w i l l  n o t  f i n d  a be t t e r  
passage o n  t he sec u r i t y  w e  ha ve i n  C h r i s t!

Monday, December 31  (Heb re ws 1 3:20-2 1)

T h e  G o o d  S he p he r d  g i v es H i s  l i f e f o r  t he sheep (yeste r da y ’s de v o t i o ns).  B e ca use o f  H i s  b l o o d  she d o n  o u r  
be ha l f  an d  H i s  res u r r e c t i o n  f r o m  t he dead, w e  ca n e x pe r i e n ce t he God of Peace l i v i n g  w i t h i n  us (v. 20).  T h a t  
sa m e v e rse a ls o i n t r o d u ces us t o The Great Shepherd .  H i s  j o b  i s t o  p r o d u ce o n  t he o u ts i de w h a t  H e  has 
a l r ea d y  g i v e n  t o us o n  t he i ns i d e w h e n  w e  ac cep te d H i s  g i f t  o f  sa l v a t i o n.  H e  teac hes us H i s  w i l l  a n d q ua l i f i es us 
t o ge t  i t  d o ne.   E a c h  be l i e v e r  ca n ac c o m p l i s h  a l l  t ha t Jesus has ca l l e d  h i m/her t o  d o  be ca use o f  H i s  S p i r i t  t ha t i s 
l i v i n g  w i t h i n  (v.2 1).  A l l  t he g l o r y  g oes t o o u r  L o r d  be ca use H e  sec u r es o u r  sa l v a t i o n  as The Good 
Shepherd an d  k ee ps us i n  H i s  w i l l  as The Great Shepherd .  W e  w i l l  c o n c l u de t hese t h o u g h ts 
t o m o r r o w.

Tuesday, January  1, 2013  (1 Pe te r 5: 1-4)

T h e  f i r s t t h r ee v e rses are pe rs o na l  t o  e ve r y o ne w h o  i s ca l l e d  t o  se r v e as a pas t o r  o f  o u r  L o r d ’s f l o c k.  W e  m u s t 
a l w a y s be su re t o  p u t  t he f l o c k ’s needs ahea d o f  o u r  o w n.  M o n e y  sh o u l d  ne ve r be t he m a i n  m o t i v e  f o r  s w i t c h i n g  
f r o m  o ne m i n i s t r y  t o  an o t her.  W e  sh o u l d  a l w a y s be w i l l i n g  t o  set a G o d l y  e xa m p l e t o  t h ose w e  a re se r v i n g. 
T h o se w h o  ac ce p t  t h i s ca l l i n g  an d f o l l o w  H i s  l ead w i l l  r e ce i v e t he “c r o w n  o f  g l o r y ”  f r o m  The Chief 
Shepherd (v. 4).  T h i s ap p l i c a t i o n  g oes be y o n d  t he m i n i s ter, h o w e v er.  Everyone w h o  ac ce p ts sa l v a t i o n  
f r o m  The Good Shepherd an d f o l l o w s  t he teac h i n gs an d  l ea de rs h i p  o f  The Great Shepherd, w i l l  be 
g ree te d b y  The Chief Shepherd .  T h e  p resen ta t i o n  o f  t he “c r o w n  o f  g l o r y ”  w i l l  m a k e  e ve r y  sac r i f i c e 
w o r t h w h i l e.  P ra ise Jesus f o r  H i s  t h ree r o l es i n  b r i n g i n g  y o u  i n t o  H e a v e n!  H a p p y  N e w  Y ea r!



Wednesday, January  2  (Ph i l i p p i a ns 1 :6)

I  us ua l l y  sta r t eac h y ea r i n  t h i s m a r v e l o us l i t t l e l e t t e r t o  t he P h i l i p p i a ns be ca use o f  t he m a n y  p os i t i v e  p r o m i ses i t 
c o n t a i ns.  L a s t  y ear, I  as ke d y o u  t o rea d t he en t i r e b o o k  eac h da y  f o r  a w ee k.   M y  e m p has is t h r o u g h o u t  20 1 3 
w i l l  be o n  c l a i m i n g, t r us t i n g  an d p ra y i n g  G o d’s p r o m i ses.  T h i s o ne f r o m  P h i l i p p i a ns i s a g rea t p r o m i se w i t h  
w h i c h  t o  sta r t.  Jesus, w h o  p r o v i d e d  sa l v a t i o n  b y  H i s  dea t h, w i l l  a ls o w a l k  w i t h  y o u  e ve r y  da y  f o r  t he res t o f  
y o u r  l i f e o n  t h i s ea r t h.  H e  p l a ces y o u r  na m e i n  t he B o o k  o f  L i f e  o n  t he da y  y o u  rece i v e H i m  as y o u r  Sa v i o r.  H e  
p l a ces h i s S p i r i t  o f  o w n e rs h i p  w i t h i n  y o u  t o g u i de y o u  i n t o  a l l  t r u t h  (see Jo h n  1 6: 1 3).  Y o u  ca n be c o n f i d e n t  i n  
t he pe r m a ne n ce o f  y o u r  sa l v a t i o n  i f  y o u  ha ve t r u l y  su r re n de r e d y o u r  hea r t t o  H i m .  T h a n k  H i m  t o da y  f o r  y o u r  
sec u r i t y  i n  C h r i s t!

Thursday, January  3  (Ph i l i p p i a ns 1 :20-23)

T h i s c o u l d  be t he y ea r w h e n  w e  m ee t The Chief Shepherd i n  t he ra p t u r e o f  t he c h u r c h. I f  n o t, i t  m a y  be 
t he y ea r  w h e n  G o d  ca l l s you h o m e.  T o da y ’s p r o m i se i s a c o m f o r t  t o  a l l  o f  us w h o  a re i n  t he t w i l i g h t  o f  o u r  
j o u r n e ys o n  t h i s ea r t h.  M a k e  i t  y o u r  g oa l  t o  b r i n g  g l o r y  t o  Jesus n o  m a t te r  w h a t  ha p pe ns t h i s y ea r  (v. 20).  A  
be l i e v e r  w h o  d i es w i l l  g o  i m m e d i a te l y  i n t o  H i s  p resen ce (v. 23).  T h e re i s n o  su c h  t h i n g  as “so u l  s lee p” as so me 
re l i g i o ns teac h.  T h e  r oa d ahead o f  us i s m u c h  g rea te r  t ha n t he r oa d  be h i n d  us (v. 2 1) because H ea v e n  a w a i t s o u r  
a r r i v a l.  T o t a l l y  c o m m i t  y o u r  hea r t t o  Jesus so t ha t y o u  w i l l  be a b l ess i n g  t o  e ve r y o ne y o u  en c o u n t e r  o n  t he 
pa t h w a y s o f  l i f e (v. 22).  T h a n k  G o d  f o r  H i s  w o n d e r f u l  p r o m i se t o  b r i n g  y o u  t o H i s  s i de w h e n  y o u r  da ys o n  t h i s 
ea r t h  are o ve r.

Friday, January  4  (Ph i l i p p i a ns 2: 1 2-1 3)

I  sta r t e d t o  s k i p  t h i s w o n d e r f u l  p r o m i se be ca use i t  i s s i m i l a r  t o  P h i l i p p i a ns 1 :6 (Wednesda y’s de v o t i o ns).  I  w as 
a f r a i d  t ha t y o u  m i g h t  read i t, h o w e v e r, an d  d w e l l  o n  v. 1 2  w i t h o u t  i n c l u d i n g  G o d ’s p r o m i se i n  v. 1 3.  W e  sh o u l d  
a l w a y s a l l o w  The Great Shepherd (see M o n d a y ’s de v o t i o ns) t o d o  H i s  w o r k  w i t h i n  o u r  hea r ts.  W e  d o  t h i s 
b y  o be y i n g  H i s  k n o w n  w i l l  w h i l e w a i t i n g  f o r  H i s  ne x t  ass i g n m e n t.  O b e d i e n ce i s t he o n l y  w a y  y o u  ca n “ w o r k  
o u t  y o u r  sa l v a t i o n  w i t h  f ea r an d  t re m b l i n g ” (v. 1 2).  T h e  g r ea t p r o m i se f o l l o w s  t o re m i n d  y o u  “ i t i s G o d  w h o  
w o r k s i n  y o u  t o w i l l  a n d  t o ac t ac c o r d i n g  t o  h i s g o o d  p u r p ose” (v. 1 3).  R e l a x! T h e  M a s te r  i s i n  c ha r ge!  Jus t 
su p p l y  t he w i l l i n g ness t o  be m o l d e d  i n t o  H i s  i m a ge.  H e  p r o m i ses t o  d o  t he res t! 

Saturday, January  5  (Ph i l i p p i a ns 3: 1 7-2 1)

M a n y  c h u r c h es are asha me d  o f  t he c r oss an d  ha ve ta k e n  i t  d o w n  o r  re p l a ce d i t  w i t h  a g l o be.  T h e i r  l ea de rs p o i n t  
o u t  t ha t u n be l i e v e rs are t u r ne d o f f  b y  t he s y m b o l  o f  t he c r oss, so t he y  m a k e t he i r  f a c i l i t i es “see ke r f r i e n d l y.” 
V e rses 1 7-1 9  sh o u l d  sca re t he da y l i g h t s o u t  o f  t he m!  B e l i e v e rs ha ve t he i r  c i t i z e ns h i p  i n  hea ve n (v. 20); 
t he r e f o r e, w e  sh o u l d  f o c us o n  o u r  heavenly home, n o t  o n  o u r  ea r t h l y  p ossess i o ns.  G o d  p r o m i ses t o 
“ t ra ns f o r m  o u r  l o w l y  b o d i es so t ha t t he y  w i l l  b e l i k e  H i s  g l o r i o us b o d y ” (v. 2 1).  T h i s d oes n o t  m ea n  t ha t w e  
sh o u l d n ’ t  d o  e ve r y t h i n g  w e  ca n t o k ee p  o u r  te m p o r a r y  b o d i es hea l t h y.  I t  does m ea n  t ha t, n o  m a t te r  h o w  m u c h  
w e  e xe r c i se an d  ea t r i g h t, t hese o l d  b o d i es w i l l  l o se t he ba t t l e t o  dea t h.  T h a t ’s w h e n  w e  ca n t r us t H i s  p r o m i se t o 
p r o v i d e us new  bodies t ha t w i l l  l as t f o r e v e r.  P ra ise H i s  w o n d e r f u l  N a m e!     

   


