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Sa ta n t r i e d  an d f a i l e d  t o  f o r m  a o ne w o r l d  g l o ba l  g o ve r n m e n t  i n  B a b y l o n  (see G e nes is 1 1 : 1-9).  H e  i s t r y i n g  
aga i n  i n  o u r  ge ne ra t i o n.  I n  t h i s w e e k ’s de v o t i o ns, w e  w i l l  s t u d y  h i s e f f o r ts an d m ee t t he m a n  he w i l l  c h o ose t o 
r u n  h i s sata n i c  s ys te m.

Sunday  --  A p ri l  21  (Genes is 1 1 : 1-9)

W e  l o o k e d  at t h i s te x t  o n  Ju ne 26-27, 20 1 2, b u t  I  nee d t o re t u r n  t o  i t  n o w  i n  o r d e r t o  set t he sta ge f o r  t he o t he r 
de v o t i o ns.  Sa ta n’s g oa l  i s t o  set u p  a f a l se s ys te m  o f  “sa l v a t i o n  b y  w o r k s” so t ha t h u m a ns w i l l  n o t  see t he i r  nee d 
f o r  a Sa v i o r.  T o da y ’s te x t  te l l s o f  h i s f i r s t at t e m p t  t o  ac c o m p l i s h  h i s e v i l  p l a n  t h r o u g h  t he c o m m o n  speec h  an d 
l a n g ua ge o f  t he pe o p l e (v. 1).  T h e  c o m m o n  l a n g ua ge an d  t he c o m m o n  speec h today are ab o u t  g l o b a l  w a r m i n g  
(or c l i m a te c ha n ge) an d  p o l i t i ca l  c o r r e c t ness.   A  st r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t y  e x i s ts be t w ee n  t he t w o  t i m es t ha t a re 
sepa ra te d b y  t h o usan ds o f  y ea rs.  Just as oil w as use d t o m a k e  ta r f o r  m o r t a r  t o  h o l d  t he an c i e n t  b r i c k s t o ge t he r 
(v. 3), t o da y ’s soc i e t i es a re de pe n de n t  o n  oil t o h o l d  t he i r  ec o n o m i c  st r u c t u r e t o ge t her.   B e ca use Jesus i s t he 
only w a y  t o sa l v a t i o n, G o d  i s be i n g  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  g o ve r n m e n ts i n  m a n y  c o u n t r i es be ca use H e  i s n o t  
“ i n c l us i v e.”  H e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e t o  c o n f use t he l a n g ua ge an d  t he da ta o f  sc i e n t i s ts u n t i l  H e  de te r m i n es t he t i m e  i s 
r i g h t  f o r  Sa ta n’s g l o ba l  g o v e r n m e n t  (v. 7-9). W e  w i l l  l o o k  a t t he f ea t u res o f  t h i s g l o b a l  g o v e r n m e n t i n  t he 
de v o t i o ns f o r  t he res t o f  t he w ee k. 

Monday  --  A p ri l  22  (Reve l a t i o n  1 3: 1-1 0)

T h e  B i b l e ca l l s Sa ta n’s o ne-w o r l d  r u l e r  b y  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  na mes, b u t  f o r  s i m p l i c i t y, I  w i l l  re f e r  t o  h i m  as t he 
“an t i c h r i s t ” (see 1  Jo h n  2: 1 8).  T o da y ’s l ess o n  i s t he de f i n i n g  te x t  o n  h i s r i se t o  p o w e r.  C ha p te r  1 2  te l l s o f  Sa ta n 
be i n g  t h r o w n  o u t  o f  hea ve n t o ea r t h  w h e re he has o n l y  a sh o r t  t i m e d u r i n g  t he G r ea t T r i b u l a t i o n  t o  ac c o m p l i s h 
h i s e v i l  deeds (12:7-1 2).  H e  l o o k s o v e r  t he na t i o ns o f  t he w o r l d  t ha t ha ve te m p o ra r i l y  been p l a ce d u n de r  h i s 
d o m a i n  (see L u k e  4:6) t o f i n d  h i s c h osen m a n  t o r u l e t he m.  H e  has a l w a y s k e p t  a m a n  read y  f o r  t he j o b  be ca use 
he has n o  i d ea w h e n  Jesus w i l l  ca l l  t he C h u r c h  h o m e i n  t he R a p t u r e.  Jo h n  desc r i bes t h i s m a n  as a “beast” (v. 1). 
I  w i l l  n o t  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  t he f i g u r a t i v e l a n g ua ge used t o desc r i be h i m  an d  h i s k i n g d o m  i n  t h i s st u d y  (v. 2-3), b u t  
n o t e t ha t t he w hole w o rld w i l l  f o l l o w  h i m  (v. 3).  W e  w i l l  c o n t i n ue t h i s t h o u g h t  t o m o r r o w. 

Tuesday  --  A p ri l  23  (Reve l a t i o n  1 3: 1-1 0)

I  ne ve r  t h o u g h t  I  w o u l d  see t he da y  w h e n  an A m e r i ca n  p res i de n t  w o u l d  be re f e r re d t o  b y  t he m e d i a as “ G o d,” 
“ T he Sa v i o r,” “ T he M e ss i a h” o r  “ T he A n o i n t e d  O ne.”  O n e re ce n t  p u b l i c a t i o n ’s head l i ne w as “ T he Sec o n d  
C o m i n g  o f  O b a m a.”  I  w o n ’ t  g o  i n t o  t he p o l i t i c s o f  a l l  t h i s, b u t  I  w i l l  n o te t ha t t he w o r l d  ca n be s wa ye d  b y  a 
c ha r i s m a t i c  l ea der.  Sa ta n’s beas t w i l l  w i n  t he w o rld w i t h  h i s g r ea t o r a t o r y  s k i l l s an d c o u n t e r f e i t  m i r a c l es (see 
2 T h essa l o n i a ns 2:9-1 0).  H e  w i l l  o p p ose G o d  w i t h  eac h o f  h i s r u l i n gs an d  speec hes (v. 5-6).  E v e r y o ne w h o  has 
n o t  r e ce i v e d  Jesus w i l l  w o r s h i p  t he beast (v. 8).  T h ose w h o  accept o u r  L o r d  ha ve t he i r  na mes p l a ce d i n t o  t he 
L a m b ’s B o o k  o f  L i f e.  T h e y  m a y  be m a r t y r e d (v. 7), b u t  t he y  w i l l  b e k e p t  sa fe f r o m  spiritual dece p t i o n.  T h e  
H o l y  S p i r i t  w i l l  g i v e  t r i b u l a t i o n  be l i e v e rs t he pa t i e n ce t o  en d u re an d  t he w o r d s t o  sa y w h e n  t he y  f a ce sata n i c 
r u l e rs (see M a t t h e w  1 0: 1 9).



Wednesday  --  A p ri l  24  (Reve l a t i o n  1 3: 1 1-1 8)

T h e  antichrist’s p o w e r  an d ap pea l  w i l l  i n c r ease, an d he w i l l  be w o r s h i pe d b y  t he w o r l d  be ca use he has a 
false prophet t eac h i n g  t he pe o p l e.  T h i s c o u n te r f e i t  r e l i g i o us l eade r w i l l  see m  as m ee k  as a l a m b, b u t  Sa ta n 
w i l l  spea k  t h r o u g h  h i m  (v. 1 1).    H e  c o n v i n ces t he pe o p l e o f  t he ear t h  t o  ac ce p t  t he f a k e res u r re c t i o n  o f  t he 
an t i c h r i s t (v. 1 2).  H e  i s t he o ne w h o  pe r f o r m s t he c o u n t e r f e i t  m i r a c l es “ i n  f u l l  v i e w  o f  m e n” (v. 1 3).  T h i s 
re l i g i o us l eade r sets u p  an i m a ge o f  t he beast i n  t he ne w l y  c o ns t r u c t e d te m p l e i n  Je r usa l e m  an d  ca uses i t  t o 
spea k.  W i t h  t o da y ’s tec h n o l o g y, t ha t i s n o t  be y o n d  m a n’s p o t e n t i a l, espec i a l l y  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  Sa ta n’s 
su pe r na t u r a l  p o w e rs.  H e  k i l l s e ve r y o ne w h o  w i l l  n o t  w o r s h i p  t he i m a ge (v. 1 5) an d  f o r ces t he en t i r e u n be l i e v i n g  
w o r l d  t o  ta k e t he m a r k  o f  t he beast o n  h i s r i g h t  ha n d  o r  h i s f o r e hea d    (v. 1 6-1 7).  W i t h o u t  t he m a r k, n o  o ne ca n 
p u r c hase o r  se l l  g o o ds.  T h e  m a r k, as y o u  k n o w, i s 666.  I n  i ts s i m p l es t f o r m, i t  m ea ns m a n  (whose n u m be r  i s 6) 
i s p l a c i n g  h i m se l f  i n  G o d’s p os i t i o n  (God’s n u m be r  i s 3): Sa ta n, t he f a t he r; A n t i c h r i s t, t he so n; an d  Fa l se 
P r o p he t, t he sp i r i t.  T h a n k  G o d  w e  C h r i s t i a ns w i l l  g o  t o hea ve n  p r i o r  t o  t h i s!  

Thursday  --  A p ri l  25  (2 T h essa l o n i a ns 2: 1-3) 

T h e  f i r s t v e rse i n  t o da y ’s te x t  r e f e rs t o  t w o  sepa ra te e ve n ts.  W e  w i l l  be ga t he re d t o  Jesus i n  the rapture 
se ve n  y ea rs p r i o r  t o  H i s  second coming t o ea r t h.  W h e n  H e  d oes re t u r n  t o  Je r usa l e m  f o l l o w i n g  t he G r ea t 
T r i b u l a t i o n, H e  w i l l  c o m e w i t h  H i s  an ge ls as w e l l  as t h ose sa i n t s w h o  w e n t  u p  i n  t he ra p t u r e se ve n y ea rs ea r l i e r 
(v. 1).  T h e  T h essa l o n i a ns t h i n k  t he y  m a y  ha ve m i ssed t he ra p t u r e be ca use o f  a c o u n t e r f e i t  l e t t e r t he y  ha d 
re ce i v e d  (v. 2).  Pa u l  teac hes t ha t a t i m e  o f  r e be l l i o n  w i l l  p r e ce de t he D a y  w h e n  Jesus ca l l s H i s  C h u r c h  h o m e. 
W e  are see i n g  t h i s re be l l i o n  t o da y  m o r e t ha n at an y  t i m e i n  m y  l i f e.   S i n c e w e  C h r i s t i a ns a re t he “sa l t  o f  t he 
ea r t h” (Mat t he w  5: 1 3) an d t he “ l i g h t  o f  t he w o r l d ” (Mat t he w  5: 1 4), ca n y o u  e ve n  i m a g i n e w h a t  t he w o r l d  w i l l  
b e l i k e  a f t e r  w e  l ea v e an d g o  t o t he F a t he r?  A s  I  p o i n t e d o u t  o n  M o n d a y, Sa ta n a l w a y s k ee ps a m a n  rea d y  t o 
ascen d  t o t he t h r o ne i m m e d i a te l y  f o l l o w i n g  t he de pa r t u r e o f  t he C h u r c h.   T h i s c ha ra c te r i s ca l l e d  t he m a n  o f  
l a w l essness i n  t h i s te x t  (v. 3), b u t  w e  k n o w  h i m  b y  an o t he r na me, an t i c h r i s t.  W e  w i l l  f o l l o w  h i s re i g n  t o m o r r o w. 

Friday  --  A p ri l  26  (2 T h essa l o n i a ns 2:4-7)

T h e  m a n  o f  l a w l ess ness (ant i c h r i s t) w i l l  o p p ose an y  re f e re n ce t o G o d  an d  w i l l  de m a n d  w o r s h i p.  H e  w i l l  s i t 
d o w n  i n  t he ne w  te m p l e t ha t he has a l l o w e d  t he Je ws t o b u i l d  an d  p r o c l a i m  t ha t he i s G o d  (v. 4).  R i g h t  n o w, t he 
H o l y  S p i r i t  l i v es i n  a l l  be l i e v e rs so t he f u l l  f o r c e o f  e v i l  ca n n o t  be e x pe r i e n ce d.  T h e  S p i r i t  w i l l  c o n t i n ue t o  w o r k  
u n t i l  t he ra p t u r e at w h i c h  t i m e t he t r ue C h u r c h  w i l l  b e ca l l e d  h o m e an d  t he an t i c h r i s t w i l l  h a ve c o m p l e te c o n t r o l  
o v e r  t he w o r l d ’s g o v e r n m e n t  (v.6).  A s  I  sa i d  y es te r day, t he re i s n o  d o u b t  t ha t e v i l  i s ra m pa n t  i n  o u r  w o r l d  t o da y, 
b u t  t he f u l l  i m p a c t  o n  t h i s ea r t h  w i l l  n o t  be f e l t  u n t i l  w e  a re a t h o m e w i t h  Jesus (v. 7).  Pa u l  te l l s us i n  1  
T h essa l o n i a ns 4: 1 8 t o “en c o u r a ge eac h o t h e r w i t h  t hese w o r ds.”  I  a l r ea d y  f ee l  t he f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  l i v i n g  i n  a 
c o u n t r y  t ha t i s r e j e c t i n g  B i b l i c a l  v a l u es a t e ve r y  t u r n.  I  de f i n i t e l y  ca n t ha n k  G o d  t ha t I  w i l l  n o t  be he re w h e n  i t 
ge ts e ve n  w o r se.

Saturday  --  A p r il  27  (2 T h essa l o n i a ns 2:8-1 7)

T h e  an t i c h r i s t an d  t he f a l se p r o p he t w i l l  be c o m e  t he f i r s t t w o  c i t i z e ns o f  he l l  (see R e v e l a t i o n  1 9: 1 9-20) w h e n  o u r  
L o r d  re t u r n s t o  ea r t h  f o l l o w i n g  t he G r ea t T r i b u l a t i o n  (v. 8).  W e  d i s c ussed t he c o u n te r f e i t  m i r a c l es o f  t he f a l se 
p r o p he t o n  T u es da y  an d  W e d nesda y  (v. 9).  T h e  pe o p l e w h o  re j e c t t he t r u t h  an d  w a l k  b y  “s i g h t  &  so u n d” i ns tea d 
o f  b y  f a i t h  w i l l  f a l l  f o r  t hese p u b l i c  sh o w s  o f  f a k e m i r a c l es.  R es t assu re d t ha t G o d  c o n t r o l s t he e v i l  sp i r i t s as 
w e l l  as H i s  an ge l s.  H e  a l w a y s sen ds t he truth f i r s t as a sh i e l d  t o  p r o te c t  us f r o m  t he lie t ha t H e  a l l o w s  t o 
f o l l o w.  W h e n  t he t r u t h  i s re j e c te d, n o t h i n g  i s l e f t  e x ce p t  t he l i e (v. 1 0-1 2).  R ea d t he res t o f  t he c ha p te r  as G o d ’s 
p re c i o us p r o m i ses t o  y o u.  “F o r  G o d  d i d  n o t  ap p o i n t  us t o  su f f e r  w r a t h  b u t  t o  re ce i v e sa l v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  o u r  L o r d  
Jesus C h r i s t ” (1 T h essa l o n i a ns 5:9).  G l o r y  t o  H i s  N a m e!     

     


