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Week 15  ( A p ril  7-13, 2013)

Josep h  i s o ne o f  se ve ra l  O l d  Tes ta m e n t  c ha ra c te rs w h o  p i c t u r e t he c o m i n g  M e ss i a h.  W e  w i l l  d i s c o v e r  so me 
s i m i l a r i t i es as w e  st u d y  h i s l i f e f o r  t he ne x t  t w o  w ee ks.

Sunday  --  A p ri l  7  (Genes is 37: 1-1 1)

Josep h  i s t he f i r s t so n b y  Jaco b’ s f a v o r i t e w i f e, R a c he l.  H e  i s i n t r o d u ce d  i n  t o da y ’s te x t  as a ta t t l e ta l e        (v. 2). 
H i s  b r o t he rs k n o w  t ha t he i s t he i r  f a t he r ’s f a v o r i t e e ve n be f o r e Jac o b  m a k es t he c o l o r f u l  r o be f o r  h i m  (v. 3). 
T h e i r  ha t re d f o r  Josep h  i n c r eases t o  t he p o i n t  o f  n o t  spea k i n g  “a k i n d  w o r d  t o  h i m ”  (v. 4).  T h e  res t o f  t h i s te x t  
te l l s o f  t w o  d rea ms t ha t Josep h has t ha t p l a ce h i m  i n  p o w e r  o v e r  h i s f a t he r ’s en t i r e h o use h o l d  (v. 5-9).  A s  a 
res u l t, h i s b r o t he rs’ an ge r an d  j ea l o us y  reac h  a ne w  l e v e l  (v. 8, 1 1).  Jac o b, h o w e v e r, k ee ps t he m a t t e r  i n  m i n d  
e ve n  t h o u g h  he re b u kes h i s so n w i t h  t w o  sha r p  q ues t i o ns (v. 1 0-1 1). A s  w e  w i l l  see i n  t he st o r y  o f  Josep h, G o d  
uses i m p e r f e c t  pe o p l e t o  ac c o m p l i s h  H i s  pe r f e c t  w i l l .  T h i s f a c t  assu r es y o u  an d  m e  t ha t H e  ca n use us as w e l l!

Monday  --  A p ri l  8  (Genes is 37: 1 2-36)

Josep h  o be ys h i s f a t he r  I s r ae l  (Jaco b) an d  g oes o u t  t o  c he c k  o n  h i s b r o t he rs (v. 1 2-1 7).  See i n g  t he i r  c ha n ce f o r  
r e v e n ge, t he y  de v i se a p l a n  t o  k i l l  h i m  an d de ce i v e t he i r  f a t he r  be f o r e t h ose d rea ms ca n be f u l f i l l e d  (v. 1 8-20). 
R e u be n sees an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ge t ba c k  o n  I s r ae l ’s g o o d  s i de f o l l o w i n g  t he h o r r i b l e s i n  he ha d c o m m i t t e d 
aga i ns t h i s f a t he r ’s c o n c u b i n e (35:22), so he de v i ses a p l a n.  A f t e r  r e m o v i n g  t he spec i a l  r o be t he y  desp ise, t he y  
t h r o w  Josep h  i n t o  an e m p t y  c i s te r n  (v. 23-24).  T h e y  f o l l o w  Ju da h’s ad v i c e an d se l l  Josep h  f o r  20 she ke ls o f  
s i l v e r  t o  so me I s h m ae l i t es w h o  are head i n g  t o  E g y p t  (25-28).  R e u be n’s st ra te g y  has f a i l e d.  N o w, t he y  de v i se a 
c r ue l  p l a n t o  de ce i v e t he i r  f a t he r  (v. 29-32).  Jaco b  i de n t i f i es t he r o be an d m o u r ns h i s f a v o r i t e so n’s dea t h  (v. 33-
36).  G o d’s p l a n f o r  Josep h i s j us t be g i n n i n g  (v. 36)! 

Tuesday  --  A p ri l  9  (Genes is 39: 1-1 2)

Josep h  i s p u r c h ased t o be t he s l a ve o f  P o t i p ha r, o ne o f  P ha ra o h’s o f f i c i a l s (v. 1).  H e  c o u l d  c h o ose t o be b i t t e r 
a f t e r  be i n g  be t r a y e d b y  h i s b r o t h e rs; i ns tea d, he pe r f o r m s h i s d u t i es e f f i c i e n t l y  be ca use t he L o r d  i s w i t h  h i m  (v. 
2).  A r e  y o u  ab l e t o  g i v e y o u r  bes t f o r  y o u r  M a s t er, n o  m a t te r  w h e re H e  sen ds y o u?  P o t i p ha r  p r o m o t es Josep h  
an d p u ts h i m  i n  c ha r ge o f  h i s en t i r e h o useh o l d  (v. 3-6).  A s  i s o f t e n  t he case, i n  t he m i d s t o f  suc cess, te m p t a t i o n  
c o m es h i s w a y  (v. 6-7).  H e  re j e c ts t he o f f e r  f r o m  P o t i p ha r ’s w i f e  an d  c o n f esses t ha t an i m m o r a l  ac t w o u l d  n o t  
o n l y  v i o l a te h i s m as te r ’s t r us t, b u t  a ls o w o u l d  be a s i n  aga i ns t G o d  (v. 8-1 0).  A f t e r  r e j e c t i n g  m a n y  o f  he r 
ad va n ces (v. 1 0), he c o m es i n t o  t he h o use t o at t e n d  t o h i s d u t i es, b u t  n o ne o f  t he o t he r  se r v a n ts a re i ns i de. S he 
se i zes he r o p p o r t u n i t y  an d m a k es an o t he r pass at h i m.  Josep h  escapes he r g ras p an d  r us hes o u t  o f  t he h o use, 
l ea v i n g  h i s c l oa k  be h i n d  (v. 1 1-1 2). W e  w i l l  c o n c l u d e t he st o r y  t o m o r r o w. 



Wednesday  --  A p ri l  10  (Genes is 39: 1 3-23) 

I n  o r de r  t o  ge t  r e ve n ge f o r  h i s re j e c t i o n  o f  he r, P o t i p ha r ’s w i f e  t r i es t o  f r a m e Josep h  us i n g  a f a b r i c a te d st o r y  (v. 
1 3-1 8).  H e r  h us ba n d  be l i e v es he r ac c o u n t  an d sen ds Josep h t o p r i s o n  (v. 1 9-20).  W h e r e i s G o d  w h i l e  a l l  t h i s i s 
ha p pe n i n g?  H e  i s o n  H i s  t h r o ne d i r e c t i n g  t he l i v es o f  H i s  c h ose n pe o p l e!  E v e n  t h o u g h  Josep h  has been 
p r o m o te d  t o be t he head o f  P o t i p ha r ’s h o useh o l d, he i s still a slave.  G o d  has a be t t e r  p l a ce f o r  h i m.  W h e n  
he i s u n j u s t l y  t h r o w n  i n t o  p r i s o n, T h e  L o r d  g oes w i t h  h i m  t he r e a ls o (v. 2 1).  Josep h  i s p r o m o te d  t o a p os i t i o n  o f  
l ea de rs h i p  i n  t he p r i s o n. T h e  w a r d e n  d oes n o t  ha ve a ca re i n  t he w o r l d  w i t h  G o d’s m a n  i n  c ha r ge (v. 22-23). 
T h i s sets Josep h u p  f o r  t he ne x t  m i r a c l e f r o m  h i s H e a v e n l y  F a t her. 

Thursday  --  A p ri l  11  (Genes is 40: 1-23)

G o d’s so ve r e i g n  p l a n c o n t i n u es t o  u n f o l d  i n  t o da y ’s te x t.  T w o  o f  P ha ra o h’s o f f i c i a l s a re t h r o w n  i n t o  p r i s o n  an d  
p l a ced u n de r t he su pe r v i s i o n  o f  Josep h (v. 1-4).  E a c h  o f  t hese ne w  p r i s o ne rs has a d i s t r ess i n g  d r ea m  o n  t he 
sa me n i g h t  (v. 5-6).  Josep h n o t i c es t he i r  w o r r i e d  f a ces an d o f f e rs t o  i n te r p r e t t he i r  t r o u b l es o m e d r ea ms b y  t he 
p o w e r  o f  G o d  (v. 6-8).  T h e  L o r d ’s c h osen re p resen ta t i v e l i s te ns t o  t he d r ea m  o f  t he c u p bea re r  an d g i v es h i m  
g o o d  ne w s  (v. 9-1 3).  E n c o u r a ge d b y  t ha t g o o d  re p o r t, t he c h i e f  ba ke r re v ea ls h i s d r ea m  (v. 1 6-1 8), b u t  h i s 
i n te r p r e ta t i o n  i s n o t  so p l easan t (v. 1 9).  E v e r y t h i n g  c o m es t o pass j us t as Josep h  has p re d i c te d (v. 20-22), e x ce p t 
t ha t t he c u p bea re r f o r ge ts Josep h’s re q ues t (v. 1 4-1 5).  G o d ’s so ve r e i g n  t i m i n g  i s a l w a y s pe r f e c t.  H e  i s not 
yet read y  f o r  H i s  m essen ge r t o  be re l eased f r o m  p r i s o n  (v. 23).  I  p ra y  t ha t y o u  ha ve l ea r ne d t o pa t i e n t l y  w a i t  
o n  H i s  t i m i n g  (see I sa i a h 40:3 1)!

Friday  --  A p ri l  12  (Genes is 4 1: 1-1 6)

T w o  y ea rs pass as Josep h re m a i ns i n  p r i s o n  w h i l e t he u n g ra te f u l  c u p bea re r en j o ys h i s res t o r e d p os i t i o n  o f  
p r es t i ge (v. 1).  G o d  sen ds t w o  d rea ms t o P ha ra o h  i n  w h i c h  H e  f o r e w a r ns o f  an u p c o m i n g  f a m i n e (v. 1-7). 
P ha ra o h  uses a l l  h i s secu l a r  ad v i se rs t o  f i n d  t he m ea n i n g, b u t, as us ua l, t he y  a re w o r t h l ess (v. 8).  F i n a l l y, t he 
c u p bea re r  has an “aha” m o m e n t  an d  te l l s h i s m as te r ab o u t  Josep h an d  h i s ab i l i t y  t o  i n t e r p r e t d r ea ms (v.9-1 3). 
No w  G o d ’s t i m i n g  i s pe r f e c t!  Josep h i s b r o u g h t  be f o r e P ha ra o h  w h o  p u ts c o n f i d e n ce i n  t h i s y o u n g  H e b r e w ’s 
ab i l i t y  t o  he l p  h i m  (v. 1 4-1 5).  D o n ’ t  m i ss t he f a c t  t ha t Josep h  g i v es a l l  t he g l o r y  t o  G o d  f o r  t he g i f t  he has 
re ce i v e d  (v. 1 6).  W e  ha ve y e t  t o  l ea r n  w h a t  t h i s sa me L o r d  w i l l  d o  t h r o u g h  us w h e n  w e  de te r m i n e t ha t H e, 
a l o ne, ge ts t he c r e d i t!           

Saturday  --  A p r il  13  (Genes is 4 1: 1 7-40)

Josep h  l i s t e ns i n te n t l y  as P ha ra o h  te l l s h i s d r ea ms ab o u t  t he c o w s  an d t he g r a i n  (v. 1 7-24).  T h e  L o r d ’s 
m essen ge r i n te r p r e ts t he d rea m  (v. 28-3 1) be f o r e teac h i n g  P ha ra o h  ab o u t  G o d ’s so ve re i g n  u n c ha n geab l e w i l l  (v. 
32).  T h e n, he su g ges ts a p l a n  o f  ac t i o n  f o r  t he E g y p t i a n  l ea de r (v. 33-37).  T h e  p l a n  w i l l  i n c l u d e t he i ns ta l l a t i o n  
o f  t he f i r s t i n c o m e ta x  (v. 34).  H o w  I  w i s h  o u r  na t i o n  w o u l d  l ea r n  f r o m  t h i s an d i ns ta l l  a f l a t ta x  t ha t w o u l d  be 
t he sa me f o r  e ve r y o ne, r i c h  o r  p o o r!  Josep h’s w i se p l a n  ca l l s f o r  a 20 %  ta x  (v. 34).  P ha ra o h  ag rees an d 
p r o m o tes Josep h  f r o m  t he p r i s o n  t o  t he pa l a ce (v. 39-4 1).  W O W!  G o d ’s p l a n  i s a wesome f o r  H i s  c h osen 
pe o p l e!  W e  w i l l  c o n t i n ue Josep h’s st o r y  i n  ne x t  w e e k ’s de v o t i o ns.        

   


